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A PIONEERING SPIRIT COURSES THROUGH

SIBONGILE MPAKANYISWA’S VEINS - AND THIS
GUGULETHU-BORN 31-YEAR-OLD IS PREPARING TO EMBARK
ON A SERIOUSLY BIG ADVENTURE
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In March next year,
Mpakanyiswa sets off
with 13 other women
- including fellow

South Africans Jahna "
Boshoff, Marion le

Roux, Tanya Weyers,

Monique Hansen, ;
Ingrid Béhme and L
Tanya Tiefenthaler—on

an expedition around g B
Africa and Europe. “As . (4

an African, I've wanted %L 3
toexplorethis wonder- -

fuland neglected continent we have,”
enthuses Mpakanyiswa.

‘The brainchild of Africa Adven-
ture’s Enya Fehler and Andrea
Doerfert - two German women with
significant links to SA - the Mitsubi-
shi Africa Adventure Cape to Cape
Expedition features participants from
Holland, Peru, the UK and Germany.
Anon-profitfoundationhasalsobeen
setup todirect remaining funds from
theexpeditionand other donationsto
child education charities in Africa,

Theelder of two girls “raised by two
strong women: my grandmother and
my dearest mom” in a single-parent
family, Mpakanyiswa says educa-
tion has been her ticket around the
world. She studied a BCom major-
ing in economics, statistics, banking
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and business manage-
ment at the Univer-
sity of Pretoria, which
took her from trainee
foreign exchange
dealer at Standard
Bank to an equity
dealer’sroleat Corona-
tion Fund Managersin
Cape Town, followed
by a two-and-a-half-
year stint in London |
and, more recently, a
position at JPMorgan-
Chase in New York.

“Working overseas fulfils myneed
for exploring. It exposes me to many
different cultures and ways of think-
ing,” says Mpakanyiswa.

She firmlybelieves that “womenare
asfearlessasmen”-anattitude which
will stand her in good stead during
eight months of travelling through
28 African and European countriesin
five Mitsubishi-sponsored Pajeros.

The adventure starts on 2 March
next year at Cape Agulhas and
concludes in North Cape, Norway,
40 oookm or solater. — (ARABOUWER p

ONLINE BONUS: Find out more
about the countries Mpakany-

iswa can't wait to visit at
www.destinyconnect.com.
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